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Acts 2:1-4

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.

We want a visitation from the Lord.

Evan Roberts                                                                                                                           24 year old went to Newcastle College, a Bible college under Principal Phillips.  Seth Joshua was the speaker. 

“Oh God, bend us.” Evan was so moved, knelt and cried, “Oh God, bend me.”                                Went home to preach on a Wednesday night mission’s prayer meeting. 16 people stayed including the pastor.

4 Point Sermon:

1. Put away any known sin in your life. 

2. If you've harmed anyone, make it right. 

3. Obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit immediately. 

4. Tell others about Christ. 

Within two weeks no food is left at grocery stores. 

In two years over 100,000 commitments. JP Morgan to try to debunk the revival says that only 80,000 people are left in the church. 

Martyn Lloyd Jones

Revival is an outpouring the Spirit of God.  It is a kind of repetition of Pentecost.  Is the Spirit descending upon people.  This needs to be emphasized.  We have been told that everyone at regeneration receives the baptism of the Spirit.  All he has to do is surrender to what he already has.  But revival does not come as a result of surrendering to what he already has.  It is the Spirit being poured out on him, descending on him, as happened on the Day of Pentecost.

J Edwin Orr

An evangelical awakening is a movement of the Holy Spirit bringing about a revival of New Testament Christianity in the church and its related community.  Such an awakening may change in a significant way, an individual only, it may affect a larger group of believers, it may move a congregation – larger group of Christians or the whole body of believers in a country or continent.  It affects the reviving of the church, the awakening of the masses, and the movement of uninstructed people toward the Christian faith.  The revived church is moved to engage in evangelism, teaching and social action.

It may be brief or last a lifetime.  Comes by various ways but seems to have common patterns.  Major marks are some repetition of the phenomena of Acts.

Dr. Paul E. Pierson

Note that no movement is ever total or perfect, none ever affects the whole church or society.  This is to be expected in a fallen world.  But such movements are extremely important in the history of the church and the missionary movement.

A three-phase definition:

1. Renewal

Personal or small group

Concern both for person and the church

Prayer – individual or group, concerts of prayer

Growth of groups – Pietism, Religious Societies in 18th-c England

2. Revival

Involves a significant part of the church.

· Local or wider

· Renewal of many believers

· Conversion of many within the church

· Concern to reach out

3. Awakening

Evangelism in broader community.

Social change

· Individual level – morality

· Help to the poor, schools, other institutions

· Change at societal/legal level



Anti-slavery, child labor laws, etc…



India – William Carey and Sati 

· Mission to world and beyond

Let me start with an important principle – God visits where He is wanted. 

Jeremiah 29:12-14a

Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. And I will be found by you, declares the Lord. 

Jesus visits where He is wanted.

Luke 24:28-29

And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He would go farther. And they urged Him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over." And He went in to stay with them. 

The Holy Spirit visits where He is wanted.  

1 Thessalonians 5:19


Do not quench the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:30

Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

Revival – anazai – to live again.              

Prodigal son 

In Acts 2 the event of Pentecost – we often think about power, tongues of fire, preaching.                                      

Pentecost is about restoration.  Power from weakness.                                                        Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 12:9, Jesus' words 

My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected (matured) in weakness. 

So Paul concludes, “For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 

Weakness v. Wickedness 

Weakness – what is in me that is flawed.  A tendency toward something.

Wickedness – sin, evil, wrong doing. 

Wickedness (sin) enters into our weakness when we don't submit to God our weaknesses. Weakness not submitted to God will birth sin. 

Reveals a fundamental lack of trust in God to meet our needs.  Self-sufficiency, self​-reliance. 

Romans 14:23 

Whatever is not from faith is sin. 

Sin originates from the loss of intimacy with Jesus. 

The sinful act is merely visible, outward evidence of an inward reality – we have lost our intimacy with Christ.

If continued willfully and without repentance will lead to separation – willful on our part, not God's. 

Isaiah 59:2

But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.

Good news is that He near. 

James 4:8 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 

Isn't intimacy what we really want?  One of the special aspects of revival is it renews intimacy with God.                                                                                        
1992 in HK at Jackie Pullinger's church – Hang Fook Camp.                                                                                                                                                                       

Crying out for revival is a declaration that we need God.

Confession, I cannot do this on my own – I need power from on high (dunamis).  Something outside my abilities and knowledge. 

This is what lead Paul, one of the smartest men in the world at that time, on Mars Hill he quotes two minor Greek poets and is able to hold an audience of Greek philosophers but says: 

1 Corinthians 2:1,5

And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom...but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. 

The Holy Spirit is here for you, not because you are perfect or you earned it with your spiritual merit badges.  He is here for you because we are weak. 

Myth: Who gets the Holy Spirit? We often think of the Holy Spirit empowering only happening to people who are strong in their faith and who are committed to the Lord already. Or special people get the Holy Spirit. Not true. 

If you are weak and you are willing to confess that and acknowledge that you need God > you get the Holy Spirit. 

Example – tongues of fire is a sign of weakness not of strength. 

Romans 8:26

In the same way the Spirit helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 

Not who has the Holy Spirit but does the Holy Spirit have you? 

Are you submitted to God? 

Are you obeying the promptings of the Holy Spirit? 

Are you preparing at atmosphere where the Holy Spirit is cherished and adored? 

Heaven is my throne and earth is my footstool                  

Here oh Lord, have I prepared for You a home                

Long have I desired for You to dwell                                 

Here oh Lord have I prepared a resting place                   

Here oh Lord I wait for You alone. 
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